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PREVIEW

eavy Breathing
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Arcu:-:nl: encounter with a
.'1'1L1:It‘.r|'.2|'1.'lTl-:’||:_'l:_| Ferran 360
Modlena reminded me of owo
fundamental truchs: First, no
marrer how fast a car is, there
will always be sumeone who
wants 1t to go cven faster.
Second, if you want to L faster,
there will always be a tuner
M-t' Movite: rhuh 4] l..1-|:ill-'t.'

Novitec has built a repura-
tion as onc of L':'Llﬂl..i.ll:.- &
|-';-:l|'|fr'|'“-]?i| [Uners I:_'I'F |'!||||_':| R_{'Imﬂl:r
and Fiat cars since 1t was
tounded in 1989 by Wolfgang
Hagedorn, a former employee
ol Porsche tuner Ruf. Todav,
the company sclls pares in 30
countries and is the official
Alfa Romeo dealer in Stetten, a
small village in deepest Bavana.
It also unes Ferraris under the
n11m Movirec B

1 ..1]||E|"' []l.f" |‘r'r|'!r1 11"‘\"1
Movite: 1' s0 makes the
relationship with our 4::-:1:.1111;
company immediately clear,”

edorn explained, “while

Rosso’ suthx encapsulaces
the fact that we have moved
to the next level with Ferrari.”

The illl']'ll:l (rom Alfas and
Fiats to Ferraris may sound like
a big leap, bur Hagedorn said it
grew narurally our of the com-
pany s ¢ ng customer base.
“Many of our customers started
with an Alfa Romeo, tuned
their car and then moved up to
a Ferrari as they became more
successful in business,” he zaid.
“Some still drive an Alfa as
their daily car and use the
Ferran on weekends, although
one or two usc their Ferraris
almosr all the time. Since Fiar
E:"i ||:'|l."' 1'.|'r_|T{'T:|[ ':_:I:_'Ilmp'r_'l_l_-l_:r' 1:If bl'_'l‘th
Alta and Ferrari, we consider
the Ferrari tuning program a
l¢ r'-rn_.|| extension of 1'|'|:' service
we ofter our customers.

“Bur runing Ferraris was not
something 1o be taken lightly,”

Hibl:’l'.l-l.]rl] concluded. © '..'.r
were determined to offer only

Sadly, lire chains wan"t i
in thix 360's wheel wells!
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[_‘.-.Jrl:-: th:“ WETE AN g‘”l;:ll'.l: a5 0r
betrer than factory compo-
nents. Because of this, these
]_:lH”."; ATE l':."i.l]l::]lhi'l-'ﬂ I‘-‘|..|| s I
buy. But quality was our
priority, a fact appreciated by
everyone who came to our
stand at the Frankfurt show.”

trer spending a day with

Novitec Rosso's 360
I"r'il:}l.,lt'r'lit Hi-l‘{l"”[”'ﬁh.’:fﬂ. WE
too, can appreciate the compa-
ny's commirment to qualicy.
Consider the bespoke stainless-
steel exhaust: It looks amazing,
from the equal-length mandrel-
hent manifolds to che
round-edged silencer. Even the
welded joints are per fect, which
leads you to imagine the system
was made by a Formula One
supplier—but that's most defi-
nitely not the case,

“In fact, the exhaust is

made by an lwalian firm called
Capristo, which specializes in
metal working for engineenng
companies!” said Hagedorn.
“They are not in the auro
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exhaust business at all. It just so
happens the owner has a few
F:‘rr;iriﬁ .;l.l'll‘l |'||.|I.Il." Al tf?:.:l:‘ll.l"ﬂ
svstem for his own car,
Through good fortunc, we
were introduced to him and he
agreed 1o do the exhausts exclu-
sively for us. A unigue thing is
thar the gurs of the system are
]T'li_“_:l‘l" [CF 1I"H." SATTE :ir11.‘tf.i]|.g
standard as the ourside.”

'har's not the end of the
ex hiznst Story, however. Novitec
hiL‘j HL:ILIJLI:,[ |_|"|5E1 SIHTIE CLISTOMTIErS
are fussy abour the size and
shape of the exhaust outlers, so
|_|"H,': ';_H'If'll.]_];:l[l:«" '::lﬁ-i':'l'."; ||i|'E|:' |.:IE|TL"|"
cnt versions for its 360 system:
B80mm polished Sport, 85mm
carbon-fiber tips or Wmm pol-
ished Supersport. 100-cell metal
catalysts are used to keep back-
pressure to a minimum, and all
[hrt:-:: ri:.ﬂih::r IS5 diie :;'n-'d.ilﬂ.h‘lf 'l-"ril.h

or \"l.'i_l.'hl:_l'l_.l[ 1]1': ‘IE!';.:I“F}" tf:'l:l"liilthll"'l
acuve flap, depending on the
noise regulations of the destina-
tion Coni |'|-

That sort ot thoroughness
also appears in the car's most

':_'};I;_'i_tir'IH I'J.';';_Il;urt-., i 1"r'l¢'i.|'| H:LI‘JEI'-
charger system available in
bath Sport and Supersport ver-
stons, Novitee claims the Sport
'i'L'r'_';i_UTE L|:‘|i'-.-'|;“r5-: :'?:\H I:lhl" al
8,100 rpm and 415 lb-ft of
torque at 6,250 rpm, which is
pood for a zero o 62 mph time
of only 3.9 seconds and a top
speed of 209 mph (in combina-
tion with a taller final drive).
T]_-_It' SLI[_':II;'TEFIUH '.-'t:l"-.il:ﬂ'l UsES
modified supercharger turbines
o produce 606 bhp ar 8,600
rpm and 454 [b-It of rorque ar
6,250 rpm. Zero to 62 mph
times drop to 3.7 scconds whils
top speed climbs to 215 mph.
Despite making 150-plus
J_-_I_I'_'I[bl;"FllL'I"r'n."l;'r TS |,I:|Hi|. "|||-|{-.|":_,
the Sport system uscs only 7 psi
of boost while the Supersport
system runs at 9 psi. “The idea
was to run the chargers at
relatively low boost to avoid
having to open the engine and
fit low-compression pistons,”
said Hagedorn, "Not only s
that costly, bur you also lose
throttle response when Vil
I;J_]_'I'}P TI__I_!_"' LT PT[":‘{"liHH ral i“.
“We needed only to make
up new intake manifolds,
which improve the gas flow
and incorporate an extra fuel
injector per cylinder bank,”
he noted. “The injectors are
activated by our piggy-back
Tectronic ECU when the sys-
tem goes into positive boost.
The two Ferrari Motronic
ECUs run the engine as per

normal when the superchargers
are nol boosting,”

TI"H." [1.|ir HE- ]{.l'H e "flljﬁl.-.l
superchargers sic ar the bottom
front of the engine (Novitec says
using rwo smaller unics makes
t]'l.l;_'.' CelD FLETH TTOTE SIT13000 I'l.]_'f' |.|.'| Al
1.’-'111_]_ [Tl .I_-Ij_g '|.|T'Ii[:|, F.H';.:Il et
rrifugal supercharger has its own
siz-riblwedl belt and pulley system
driven off the crankshaft, as well
as its own selt-contained silicone
oil supply 1o eliminare any
chance of cross-conamination
with the motor oil.

Twin warer-cooled
intercoolers reduce intake tem-
Fl“-l’_'fﬂ[ll_fl;_".s: thl:i'l' r:_H.|i:|1nrh hi| -|[|
front of the standard radiarorns
in the nosc of the car. The
intercoolers themselves reside
in carbon fiber housings locar-
ed high up berween the intake
muanifolds and a pair of amaz-
ing-looking carbon fiher air
boxes. Additional carbon fiber
panels line the sides of the
engine bay, giving it a near,
high-tech appearance.

hile the modified car's

perlormance numbers
ATE |T1'|]:Irt'.-i'1|".-'|:, Wl WENS CLELCLLS
why Novitee Rosso bucked the
usual turbocharger rend. No
less an authoricy than Ferrari
chose turbocharging lor the
288 ('1'0Y and P40, while after-
market tuners have tradicionally
taken the turbo route as well.
You can't beat a turbo for big
power: Some tuners have




claimed 1,000 horsepower from
their turbocharged monsters!
Burt turbe ':h.1r--.T TS Are Mot
without their pru_nhln.tns.
Turhacharged Ferraris ofien
|l-'|."."tf ENCH] Tr11|-"i1 |l"|1.’|.'-TF|'I'|'|
torque, which leaves them
1:1m|:!u*a|£~ for traction when
|.|':| I.”]'r" Er l]rh"i”- |H'||.|

t]u-._ u[hn T Eun-:l \'.']"'ll'.-t'l' maore
linear power as the revs o
But most important o Movitec

Fact that tur-
are for.

W00 Modena's engine
]-1;1'F drﬂ:q (RENTE ”l'"| ][|||L'|'I :iir”-:
and the temperatures arc cnor-
mous, cspecially in summer.
It's even worse with the 360
" Hagedorn explained.
“Turbocharging produc
much more heat thar it be

f';pich*r,

a really serious problem. Thar is

the reason we ruled it our from
the bepinning,”

Superchargers run coole
than wrbochargers, continued

orn, bur “we had never

considered '1|111r-'r-"h;l:1'|-_r,i.n'-j
because of space considerations
and noise. Then we were intro-
duced to the new Rotrex SP30
supere harger, which is small and
quict, L:nd the whole project
took on a different complexion,

E'II!;:].[IIZ l:l.l‘[r'IE:l:'Ir”T'll'_'l'lt I‘Il;_".;,lt

i':| '1|E|t Al i:
T'*Itmru o installs a hear
L.:I.LJ.L |_.'|I| ALLSL man-
Jl‘llli and around the ca alytic
CONYErters 1o L'""""F 'EI_]JII..I‘L ALUres

down around the intake mani-

The Movitec Rosso
J80°s engine bay is
domineated by the
gorgeous shoinless
steel exhoust system
by Capriste and
Hovilec Hosso's
carbon fiber
airboxes and heat
shields. Brakes are
380mm Brembo
ceramic dises behind
19-inch Novitec
Rosso wheels. The
interior has bean
treaied fo o generons
helping of Aleaniara
for better grip and

& lusurious feel

tolds, In additon, the carbon
fiber rear panel incorporates
veiul |'H'||I.":": ||.'| Tl.'.'ll.'.':;l.';".'_' h_l_'lll: ;|1|_-

from the engine bay.

N ovitee Rosso's handimeork
contnues outside the

engine bay, By changing the
marcrials that your eves and fin-

Lt-“J:-Fh Snoounier |r1 1-||I."' |'|||ll. I\_
.mLI light silver-grey cabin,
Movite has turned a purely
SPOITY INCETIOr INto a sporty and
]I.] :-.Ilri.l:lll.'-: COTREE, 1'E'r|_li[|;" [I___I_I'_' E-'I_-I:'[I:hl_':.i'
covers most surfaces with
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It's elearly nat steck, yel the
HR 360's subile look doecsnt

scream “aftermarket,” either.

learher, Novitec uses Alcantan.
This faux suede teels luxunous
to the touch, and it's cooler in
summer and warmer in winter
than leather, Tr also provides
better grip. so its usc on the
lighoweighr racing bucker sears
and steering wheel is whaolly
approprate, The wheel 15 Hae-
bortomed, F1 style, to provide
more leg room for all drivers.

A S.il]g'-:: piece of black
Alcantara covers the compound-
curve dashbeoard. “Believe me,
this was difficult 1o do!”
Hagedorn said. The carpets are
also black, piped in light grey,
while the black and silver alloy
Pﬂ];li s .'lT“.I I_Hl.',-i:-:-::ng:‘.r e
board are a nice touch.
Meanwhile, the instrument
panel and heater/stereo sur-
FCrLl r'ld.‘:, Center {'I:,l['l':i(,:lh;'.: I:,l.I:_H_'I'l_'
sills, door tim and map pockets
arc molded from carbon fiber.
Compared 1o a plain black
leather cockpit, this interior
15 warm and Inviting—even
though black and grey are fun-
L{H.:IIH:1I1.4.H_}' l:I:,H_'lll E}ll{d‘:b.

Cool also descnibes the car's
exterior modifications. Rather
than imitate the looks of the
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360 N-GT race car, Novitec
Rosso decided o create 1os new
acrodynamic components from
scratch. The new Supersport
front bumper/spoiler is a one-
piece unit that replaces the
onginal front end using the
same artachment points. There
Al ;!ﬁ.:!l_[;:ll]:r' WO "r't_'fr:';lll:}nﬁ: Tht’
one you see on our fearured car
is the more aggressive, while
the tamer front end (which
appeared on a 360 Spider ar
Frankfurt) consists of a spoiler
lip firced ro the botom of the
I-H.Clnlr'r' I-“':l“l :'lt'L|i“[| -‘I.ill'.i al huri—
zontal strake in the middle of
cach front air intake. Both are
available in either carbon fiber
and significantly cheaper but
heavier GRP. Incidentally, the
stock factory bumpers weigh
around 40 pounds cach com-
pared to just under nine pounds
tor those in carbon fiber.

The revised rear-end look
LTS I.'r“]“ d TLEWY l]]“h‘:T[Tii:r'
diftuser, a two-position
adjustable Supersport wing on
the engine cover and the afore-
mentioned ventilated panel
around the taillights. The lights
themselves are available in
white or the dark tinted look
scen on this car. Addidonally,
small diffusers can be artached
to the sills just in frone of the
rear wheel arches,

Filling those arches are one-
picce center-lock alloy wheels
measuring 12.5 x 19 inches and
shod with 355/252ZR19 Pirelli
P-Zero Rosso tires. Up ron,
the same design in 9 x 19-inch
sizc wears 245/ 302R 19 P-

Feras. The wheels' nwin-fork,
hve-spoke design is clearly a
Perrari derivative, yet it's differ-
ent enough to be distincrive,
and spacers can be fitted to sub-
tly alter the look, These wheels
arc a must if you opt for the big
brake kit—and with up 1o

SIS ]Jh['l' on tap, the 360 Bi-
Kompressor can make good

use of uprated anchors!

Hr-::lnl'l-l:l r1:|.:|l-'.-:'.'1' ll“: endr-
mous 380mm ceramic discs
thar work with massive eight-
pot calipers in fronr and
tour-pot calipers at the rear,
The calipers are available in
red, silver or black. For those
who find these brakes too
extrems, Novitee Rosso offers
conventional iron discs—but
the ceramic anes save a whop-
ping 43 pounds and add an
immeasurable coolness factor.

The 360 also features a
bespoke triple-adjustable sus-
pension system consisting of
uprared springs and alloy-rubed
dampers with race-stvle exter-
T!.'|1 rt‘.lit*n'nir.li. Thf"‘."it". |'L'|"-'tf

rebound adjustment as well as

lovwe- arel |:1'-IEiI—'-i]:Jt!l‘;'.-l| Comm pres-
sion adjustment ar the reservoir
end. T'wo other oprions arc a
coil-over suspension ldt wich
REpArale I:l'H'I'.Il'I'lEi.‘?il'.l'['I and
rebound adjustment or a sim-
ple progressive-rate sport spring
kit. In all cases, however, ride
.I'H:'igl'lt 'i.E [U"f'i'tf'l'l;"_] :il.lbl 'H-:er:Irn
from stock in order to keep the
car usable on bumpy public
recadds ane ramps. Mew anti-roll
bars are 1.9mm thicker in front
and 2mm thicker at the rear
than the stock car's bars.

S o what's 1c ke to drive? It's
painful to say, but we don't
know. In the best journalistic
practice, we spent the first day
phorographing the car “just in
case” something were o happen
on the second day., And some-
thing did—it snowed overnighr,
and the icv roads made it too
-:I:mg:ruu.h‘ o drive the car. The
|\1'r1:i] Piir: Ur:l]l'i.\'j Ht'ﬂ'r:«: "ul'i'il.l '.I"ll.]."i
have to wait untl clearer weath-
er appears, but hased on the
Mowviter Rosso 360 Modena
Bi-Kompressor's looks, perfor-
mance numbers and build
qltl‘llil}'. W dle rl;.".‘l":f' llH]l‘(.il]g
forward to doving ic. ©

For maore f':ﬁ_" formaaiion, wisit
[ FEN !I EFCFRNE, SFFRL. ||r ni .l!I T
U035, see we. cecivbeeds, corm.
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