
DINO SKETCH COMPETITION

1Dino Sketch Competition

T his letter, dated the 30th of August
1955, proves how Enzo sought his
son’s opinion on engine strategies. 
In fact, in it, Dino states that he thinks
Ferrari should continue development
of the Lancia V8 for F1, because of 
its good torque and the high revs it
could reach (8,000 rpm compared to
the 7,200 rpm of Ferrari’s 555 F1).
He also mentions the new F2 Formula
that would come into play in 1957,
strangely recommending a version of
the V8 for the new 1.5 litre limit instead
of a 4-cylinder ‘due to the problems
we are aware of’. The final architecture
for that engine, which Dino would be
credited for, was the V6 layout. 
Dino also recommends testing direct
injection that winter as he considers 
it the only way to exceed the 100 hp
per litre barrier.

1) Question: Where does the script on the Dino badge originate from? 
Answer: From the signature of Dino Ferrari. 

2) Q.: What is the name Dino the diminutive of? 
A.: Alfredo (Dino). 
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3) Q.: Where and when was the Pininfarina design concept Dino road car first shown? 
A.: The Paris Salon in 1965. 

4) Q.: What was the main mechanical difference between the prototype Dino concept
car and the final production version? 
A.: The concept car had a longitudinal engine/transmission assembly as opposed to
the transverse unit of the production car. 

5) Q.: What is the Dino engine configuration? 
A.: Transverse V6.

6) Q.: What 65° V6 inspired the Dino 206/246 GT production engine? 
A.: The 1957 Dino 156 F2 engine. The original displacement was 1,489 cc, subse-
quently bored and stroked to 2.4 litres for the 1958 F1 car, the 246 F1. 
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7) Q.: In what year did the Dino 206 GT go into production? 
A.: From the launch of that very first proposal in 1965, the Dino had quite a long ges-
tation phase. An interim model was shown by Pininfarina in 1966, and then the red
prototype of the production version was eventually shown in 1967, again in Turin from
the 1st to the 12th of November of that year. This was one of two cars actually pro-
duced and readied by the Reparto Esperienze (the development testing department)
in October 1967. The first production cars were instead delivered in August 1968.

1967 – Another interim version photographed, presumably, by Pininfarina. 
Note the side lights mounted on the front bumpers, the fuel filler panel on 
the passenger side of this LHD car, as opposed to the driver’s side on the 
production version, and the different door handle. The bonnet is also devoid 
of the characteristic air intakes, and the tail is longer than the production 
version, recalling the 1966 car.

Another 1967 shot, this time of 
the ‘definitive’ production version.
This was taken during another press
shoot, this time at Ferrari’s habitual
location - the Gatto Verde restaurant’s
car park in San Venanzio, in the hills
south of Maranello.

This interim interpretation of the
Dino theme in Giallo Fly was shown
at Turin in November 1966. The car
was built over the Dino 206 S chassis
number 020 which had never been
built up as a racing car. The car was
subsequently numbered 00106. It was
fitted with a type 135B engine and is
considered the first prototype. 
Note the rear one-piece hatch for 
the engine bay and the side strake in
the engine bay intake.
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10) Q.: What do the numerals “246” in the Dino model
title refer to? 
A.: The swept volume of the engine, 2.4 litres, and the
number of cylinders - 6.

A view of the production line in 1970.

8) Q.: What is the most noticeable visual difference
between a Dino 206 GT and a Dino 246 GT? 
A.: The former has an exposed fuel filler cap on the sail
panel.

9) Q.: What is the main construction difference between
the Dino 206 GT and the Dino 246 GT? 
A.: The 206 GT had an all-aluminium body, whilst
the 246 GT had a steel body with an aluminium front
bonnet. 

11) Q.: How many twin-choke carburettors are fitted to
a Dino 246 engine? 
A. Three. 
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13) Q.: What was the name of the 1970s British TV series starring Tony Curtis and
Roger Moore that featured the Dino?
A.: The Persuaders (1971-72).

12) Q.: What other car in the Ferrari range shared a simi-
lar instrument binnacle layout?
A.: The 365 GTB4 “Daytona”.
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Tony Curtis on set with the other
automotive star – the Aston 
– in the foreground of the photo,
bottom left.
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14) Q.: In what year did the targa roof 246 GTS model join the range? 
A.: 1972.
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The original Geneva Show press release
dated the 3rd of March 1972.

The GTS pictured in the centre of Ferrari’s stand at Geneva, 1972.



15) Q.: What is the main visual difference between US and EU market models? 
A.: The US models have side marker lights in the wing sides, and the front indicator
lights are vertical in a recess instead of flush to the body.

16) Q.: The windscreen wipers were modified during production. How did they change? 
A: The wiper movement went from a ‘clap hands’ movement to a parallel movement.
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17) Q.: Apart from the Dino 206/246 series was any other “Ferrari” road car badged
as a Dino, and if so what was it? 
A.: Yes, the Dino 308 GT4, and the 208 GT4 for the Italian market.

8) Q.: What other road cars were produced concurrently
with the Dino series carrying a Dino badge? 
A.: The Fiat Dino Coupé and Spider.
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The Fiat Dino Spider at its launch at the Turin Motor Show in 1966.
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