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Ml festarossa

[t may not be the most exotic Maranello marvel, but this
side of £100,000, there 1sn’t a better top-league sports car

Price £9]./95 Top Speed /7 /mph 0-60 5. 2s¢ccs MPG 6.6
For Phenomenal engine, driveability, presence
Agalnst [ doy on the limit, steeving kickback
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Testarossa
styling splits
opinion. Rear
aspect |s best
{above) but
straked cooling
slats are most
distinctive
feature
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ROAD TEST

oA Slecker, lighter and more powerful than the
BBE512 it replaced. the Testarossa is powersd
by Ferrar's classic S-litre, quad-cam flat-12.
The mid-mouwned r:l.u.!r.llur:c on-gither side of
the eneine contribug
width — at 78ins (1.98m), 1% son
wider than a Pordche 928, And the finned
bodvwork which rung from the front of the
deors 1o |md -way down the fanks and direcis
-.lr.i:::rx i v ihe car's
TSI d:-um:r:w

PERFORMANCE AND ECONOMY
The Testarossa’s handbook  warns  tha
118mph shouldn't be exceeded during initial
running-n but that the pr ufnmkjng up
ML miles,
|"'~ﬂ|‘n|1i'| at 6800rpm in ffih s permissible.
Regrenably we were unabletopue the claim
o a suntabily far stretch of aufobiahn
but, judging by the 17Imph the Ferrar
red round Millbrook’s hl’hh a.|:u:u] bowl,
5% The Ferrari's
specincular effiory beais our pm us highest
ru|np=:.d in [I:u.:-fl TE, the 160mphclocked up by
I ; E; hands down.
Speed-zapping tyre sorub regches dramatic
proportions on the banking at speeds over
16thmph and the Tesar ommunicated the
strain through its steering which not only
became very heavy bun twitched and writhed
l:nnurtlluu'-.]'..lmlh:dru'tr s hands., H.'lrd“.ruﬂ-:
mayhbe, but the h:gh £ COrnering
on the bowl at the 174mph peak
artilicinl condition; the important th
that the Ferrari felt secure and stable on the
banking and concluded the irial unbowed .
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That wp speed — and its Continent-
shrinking potentinl — miakes the Testaross;
one of the fasiest production supercars made.
Ferrari's fabulous FAQ and the Porsche 959
beaein by 15-20mph, burthisside of o £100,000
list price there's linde o rouch it

For all dfs power and  ager
Lambarghint Countach QV ¢
180mph on the Th:: Testarossa

e rl:'.‘il_'[‘.-'i:ﬁ i

violent wheel tramp. Snap in oo much
nd the rear wheals all but vanish in an
Michelin rubber

Gr.tnm. it right requires around 4300rpm on
the rév counter, o defilv dropped clutch and
just & hittle huck snicking between first and
second gears. Then the E'~||, & -.r:r=1r| sils down
hard and Ii.n'u';

(=60mplin 5.2

onthe wav, Both thesefizures trail the 4.9
and 1006secs of the Counmch bur are g
enough 1o g2
,-q Sht:l:.b.'

sheer hrd.m!lh of the flat-12's po

band that' wlarrlmu_.' Intmlrth tnr instance,
all of the

round Jm: L:..nmh

gl for 140mph.

serween -7

p
and G- '-‘Hmph in 7.4s5ecs — somewhat less

STunning hul: remember that, at 80mph, the

0mmph i hand, Perhaps
-120mph time a more

11Lp,u|d:. towhat thigastounding caris

gearchange 1s :rH.'..'-LrI:I:u legs both heavy
awkward. It takes a firm hand and unfline hing

compound the
normal standards,

ast the cluteh dioes
effort, Although heavy
its action s beaurifully smooth and  well-
cushioned. Given the engine's fabulously wide
power band, it's hard 1o think how the ratios
could be better. They're long but ideally-
spaced, giving intermedinte maxima of 50, b

TECHNICAL FOCUS

Red-parinced cam covers give the Tostarossa it
name, L1540 e flar-12 hos four camshafts
and four valves per eylinder, 1w cngine o
fuelled by Bosch K-Jetronic injection
martaged by Marelll Microplex electronic
ignition. Maximenm power = 3W0Ap w

G300 with 362 1b f of tovgeee at A 500pm .
A separate ll.lllfl"ll'l!l craadles tha engine
aned allowe: easy detachment o e cor for
‘muror rectification’. The mixed construction
duwr, wies side-frame trellis tubes roin-
I, 'm:rm*mmu all-independent
ol sprrngofamger innds ard

Thi clreh ix controifed fpdraulicaily with the
operating ovlinder embodied In the thrust
bearing, o o Forvar F ocars,




FERRARI TESTAROSSA

Wide-hipped
shape more
beautiful in the
fiesh than on film.
Massive girth
gives cabin
spacious feel.
Driving position
surprisingly good;
eschews the
typical ltalian
design. Facia
pack contains
clearly marked
important gauges,
others housed in
centra console.
Minor switchgear
scattered, stalks
clearly of Fiat
origin. High-
mounted boxer
engine pumps out
a solid 330bhp
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FERRARI TESTAROSSA
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FRONT TRAGH 50-87 151k

REAR TRACHK &5-471661

SPECIFICATION
EMGINE

Longways, mid, reat-wheed drive
Capachty 94 2c¢, 1] ovlinders
harsamially appeed

Bora 22mm, stroke Jinm
HeadBlock o] alloy il alloy.

Valve gaar Jobe, 4 valves per oylinder
Compression ratie % 1101
Ignition and fuel sy®bem Elocromc
gnition, Bosch KE=]etranic fuel injection
Max power PR PRI 291
503 a1 63Hrpm . Max tasque 26200 1
A Mol dd 50 cpm

TRANSMISSION

Seapeerd manual

Qaar Ratle mphfi000npm
Tap 0874 5. %
itk 1067 19.5
3l |51 15.2
Ind rojd Ll ]
™ 1.1 7.4

Finaldrive mtio 3.2 15 limibed sip
differeniaal

SUSPENSION

Fromt, indspendeni. doabis wishhone,
cudl springs, telescopec dampens ., antiand
har,

Rear, imdepsndent, double waghbones,
cull springs. elescofic damgpeérs, antiall
g

STEERING
Rack and pirwon, 3.4 oo lack to bogk

BRAKES

Fraot |1, 2ins ( 30%nm ) Jis venalaced
dcs. Rear 12 2ing { 309mem) dia
ventilsied disce. Vatuum e

WHEELSTYRES

Aoy rimms. ¥ froni, 110 rear;, Michelin
MXX vres, 22550 6 fvanL. 2555
SOVER B4 rear

COSTS
Prices

Todal {In GO} £91, 15500

WARRANTY
12 momabshuniimited mileage

Road tax, delivery, no plates 45500 | EQUIPMENT
Totnl on the Road LSS0 | Five gpeed @
Insurancae group 0A | Limaved ship cdifferential L]
EXTRAS (fibed 1o tew car) Stewring rake adjusvment L
Seny CD plvermdofcaseene.  E1500.00 | Head reitraing F L ]
Total as tested 380,00 | - Heaght sdjusment @
SERVICE & PARTS Seal guhiom uli [ ]

Interval (miles) Drersr smaigror remote contral RIFLH - @08
Changn 6,000 12,000 18,000 Electric windows [
Engine nil Yes Wes Yea Tinted glass .
Orill fileer Yes Yis Yeu Central backing [ ]
e gl i et b 1] Fog Lumpri a
Spark plegs Mo Yes No Interna] bornel, engine cover release
Adrcleaner Yo Yien Yeu Radiofcanetne (54
Total coat {41815 [H3N0 06239 @ Sundsed DO Desler option
(Assomang liboar a1 £34. %0 per ot wnc
VAT
PARTS COST (lnc VAT
Biraie pachs (2 wheels] fron £17,15 | PRODUCED BY:
Braki pcda (2 wheels) rean can55 | Ferrui Auromabili Spa
Exhaut comphete £1735.35 | Metena, luly
T:,'n-— coch (ivpacal) [0 | SOLD IN THE UK BY:
Windscreen 68677 | Maranedlo Coneessionsires Lad
Headlamp umit L3265 | Thorpe Industrial Extage
Front wing £557.73 I'_'Hh.irh. Surrey TWHIER]
Rear bumper 570,78 | Tek: (07R4) 14222

o et e
i};—-——-’: =
. -
Ol = (=) O

10-T1E

I 5 8

1 (hl lempersure guge, 2 LighisimBaumes 3 S peedumeier 4 Oill presure puige §Coolanr
rempiratied gauge § Kev oounn T 'Wakdsipe B Ful gauge 8 Clock. crp meier 10

Hisrrphvisidiing
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PERFORMANCE

MAXIMUM SPEEDS
Gear mph  km'h fpm
Top {Mezn} 171 175 6300
Best) I74 280 ]
ik i 7 waifal
14 103 166 tE00
Ind W16 ]
151 ] 51 6500

Standing Yemilo 13, Saccs 10Fmph
Standing km 13 S [3mph

ACCELERATION FROM REST
True Tiema Spoedo
mph {neea) mph
0 &3 T
a0 31 44
50 4.1 55
] 5.2 63
70 LK T
il A &
) 9.6 ]
100 114 109
150 14,6 119
150 16,7 130
130 1K 140
140 bt N1 150
ACCELERATION IN EACH GEAR
mph Top &th 3rd 2nd
130 £T 5k 42 1o
H-40 T 53 AR k4.4
50 74 il 3 k3
Al 1.3 50 X5 14
A0-70 T4 56 33 r3
PR ] T4 4.9 X1 &
=500 1.5 4.7 L3
ED= 100 g2 4.7 36
Sk | 0 ] .0 - —
Lk | 10 4.3 3 - =
10130 5 — - -
130140 ¥ — —
FUEL CONSUMPTION
Overall mpg: 16,56

Toanag mpg® L3173 livresf 1 km]
Goarr resis 119 (urban)

8.3 (Jemph)

23.9 (Thmph)
Grade of fuel; Fromium, 41 (37 RM)
Fuol tambc 25 Imp gell (115 lres)
Mileage recorder: (.50 dhor
Max range® 400 miles
*Rated on Government fuel econamy
figmres: 50 per cont of urbmn cycle, 25 per
oot ech of ST imph consumplions.

BRAWING

Fada (irom 107mph e neotral}

Pedal load for 0.6 slops in i
start'ond start'ond
i 1525 & M45
2 1525 T AD-50
3 1030 B 3055
A 3D B 055
B 20-H 10 M50
Rosponge (from Winph s pcuiral)
Load E Distanca
1HB .20 1500
2 0,45 &7
b 6% Asdy
Lt 055 3
S0k 0.9% ]
Parking brake i 50
WEIGHT

Karb 367510/ 1669ky

Dintribution 10 R 4058
I'lﬂ-lﬂﬁf-kh’lfri‘l!:;

TEST CONDITION &

Wind | Dnpy

Temperatare  ofeg C(43deg F)
Baromatar IO nabar

Surface ilry sxphalviconcrete
Tost distance 400 mules

Fegures tnken at 290 mibe by our owa
wiadiat the Lotus Group proving ground )
Millbpook.

A A ey S0 Mose test resabs sre sabject
1o world copyright apd may not be
reproduced without the Ediior's writien
TSRO




478, 103 and 135mph at 6800rpm.

Subjectively, the Testarossa sounds and
feels verv much like a smoother, more
muiscilar Porsche 911 Carrera, but with a
seductively crisper cryv. [15 power delivery is
more flesible and surprisingly quieter, but
there are Ferrari family taits which are
unmistakable; the super-clean thronle re-
sponse, the sublime efforilessness with which
the 12 eylinders spin to the 7000 rev hmiter
and, despite the engine’s awesome flexibility,
the mild camminess which favours the upper
half of the rev band.

Chur time spent with the Testarossa included
1 Lot of gentle motorway cruising but, even so,
the big-hearred Ferrari managed 1o consume
four-star ar the really quite reasonable rate of
I6.6mpg. Most owners can look forward 10
15-17mpg in normal driving but probably linde
more — and who would expect it considering
the Ferrar's size, weight and performances
The car’s range, however, isn't compromised
by jrs thirst, A massive 25-gallon tank ensures
avound 400 miles between refills,

HANDLING AND RIDE

The Testarossa’s chasss doesn’ subscribe o
the ‘ultimare grip and response’ school of
design. For one thing, its tyres are compara-
tively modest (the 255 seciion rears seem
skinny  compared with the 3455 of the
Countach) and, for another, 115 boxer engine
gits relatively high with the obvions penalty for
the centre of gravity. So, like lesser cars, the
'cerarossn understeers and oversteers,

Enteratight bend ashade oo enthusiastical-
Iy and the nose will run wide with surprising
ease, while 8 vignrows application of thronle in
second gear on the same bend can push the tl
inta the sort of oversteering slide thar demands
swift and precise correction. The Testarossa
respands fatthlully to mostinpuis, but can feel
a hitle ediv on the limit,

The good news is that, although approach-
able adhesion levels are high enough for the
Testarossa 1o be hustled along ot a respectable
pace with grear case, it fecls rock solid on fast
sweepers where the power can be fed in
progressively —this Ferrar stucks reselutely 1o
its line, with just a himt of sbilising
undersieer.

Mosr appealing of all is a sense of easy
handling which almost defies beliefina car thar
measures over 6t 6ins inwidth and weighs in ar
some 3700lh. Changes of direcuion can be
gecurately accomplished with a mere flexing af
the wrists. That said, the sieering is a linle
lower-geared than wyou would expect and
suffers from excessive kickback, especially
when the front wheels encounter ransverse
ridges or ruts. The compensation issuperb feel
and stability but without the finesse. say. of a
PEGTE.

Perhaps even more impressive is the way the
chazsis copes with mid-bend bumps; neither
cornering line nor composure are in any way
compromised. Inshort, the big Ferrari handles
with fine security and assurance as long as is
limms aren't recklessly bréached. Then vou
had betrer know what vou're doing.

It also ndes very well, with surprisingly
good small-bump supplenezs. The Tesmaros-
=a's suspension i supremely well controlled,
but alwavs exhibits an underlving firmness.
Braking, as you would expect  is very power{ul
and proved completely resistant to fade during
repeated hard use from speeds over 140mph,
The pedalis firm and progressive. [ 3

Getting the
Testarossa off
the line (top)

requires tempered

brutality

and a deftly-
slipped clutch
if severa wheel
tramp is to be
aveided. On the
opean road (right
and abhove) fine
visibility
combines with
superb stabiiity
to provide big
rewards. Car is
too wide for
narrow lanes

FERRARITESTAROSSA
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ROAD TEST

Distinctive side
strakes admit
cooling alr to
radiators and oil
cooler. Drag
coofficiont

is a middiing

Cd 0.36 but 390bhp
is sufficient to
push the car to
17imph (a mile
every 21secs) — |
the highest speed |
wa have aver
recorded for a
production car
on the Millbrook
two-mile bowl

AT THE WHEEL

4 The good thing about the Testarossa's
two-seater cabin isthat, with s notebly slim A
pillars, it"s remarkabiy casy rosee outof. There
isdecent legroom andacceprable headroom for
most, but drivers over &ft 2ins will find their
heads brushing the reaf lining.

The relanonship between the rake-adjust-
able steering wheel, the seat and the big burt
slightly offset pedals is nevertheless good, Less
sansfactory are the tilt-zdjusiable sears which
really need to provide more lateral supportand
are both slippery and slab-cushioned. MNor iz
the backrest long encugh to offer proper
suppoert 1o the shoulders, And it's all 160 exsy
for drivers 1o jam therr hand between the seaf
and the door casing when attempring to use the
right-mounted handbrake,

COMFORT AND SPACE
(rpening upthe front bonnet revienls asmall bur
adqequate boot which 15 decp enough 10
swallow a suircase as well as few squashable
holdalls, There's room for more of the same on
a'substantial ledge inside the cabun belund the
seats.  Alternatively, the discerning owner
might prefer 1o invest in Ferrari's custom-
mide six-prece lupgage set which, of course,
fits perfectly, and costs 4 not inconsequential
£1909.48p plus VAT

On the whole, the Testarossa's refinementis
excellent for 2 mid-engimed design. Déspite its
closeness, the engine never becomes intoler-
ably loud, and wind noise is generally well
suppressed. The enly abvious flaw s excesaive
road roar on coarse surfaces, though this 15
nothing like as bad as in a Porsche 9285E.

FINISH AND EQUIPMENT

Full leather trim is standard and 1t"s superbly
applied 10 the Ferran's cleanly designed cabin
which boasts clear imstrumentaiion; compre-
hensive (if complicated) heaing, veniilation
and air-conditioning: sound switchgear ergo-
nomics and respectable visibility (enhanced by
the two conventionally-smed door mirrors
which have replaced the single, high-mounted
item of early cars).

Standard equipment includes air condition-
ing and electric vindows and mirrors. Boththe
build and finsh ol our testcar were remarkably
good, though not bevond crincism: some ofthe
leather coverings on the centre console had
untidy corner seams bur this didn’t detract
from the overall aura of quality.

VERDICT

The Testarossa may not be the fastest or best
handling of irs breed bur it emphatically
remuing one of the world's truly grear cars,
powered by a mighty and chansmanc engine
likely 1o be remembersad as one of the finest.

It's the key 1o the Testarossa’s enduring
appeal — there's nothing quite like & Aa-12,
eitherin feel or sound. [t combines sinoathness
and refinement with a diamond-hard edge,
puills harder for longer than any turbsocharged
rival, and possesses a penerosity of characier
that i completely seductive.

Five years on, the Testarossa's [ooks are jusr
as arresting with thiay unique muxure of drama
atdsubtlery and, for a Ferrari, both refinemeni
and pracuicality are good. The F40 may be the
ultimate road-gomng Ferrari, but the Testaros
sa 15 the real classic. W
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