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—gc W FERRARI GTO v PORSCHE GT2 RS... AT THE NURBURGRING!

CLIO GORDIN

New hot hatches, old badges: Gordini
v Cooper S, Cloverleaf and Abarth

FERRARI v PORSCHE

ENZO v CARRERA GT @ 458 vGT3 RS @ 288 GTO v 959 @ 348 COMPETIZIONE v 964 RS
PLUS: PRICELESS 917 LE MANS WINNER DRIVEN @ THE GREATEST TRACK BATTLES
PAGE @ LEGENDARY 1970 FERRARI 5125 TESTED @ SUPERCAR BARGAINS
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Not long ago I sat at a dinner table with Ferrari president Luca di Montezemolo as he
explained, in fascinaong detail and with considerable emotion, the past, present and
future of Maranello, Some key points were made, not least a concession that, in some
respects, Ferrari’s merchandising was ‘too much’, that Ferrari would consider a V6 turbo
engine in the future, and that development of the firm'’s first hybrid road car is well
under way. He also revealed that Ferrari would unveil a front-engined V12 roadster at
Pebble Beach. The car, said Montezemolo, would have a ‘romantic name’.

Frustratingly, Ferrari has shown prospective customers this 599 roadster in secrecy,
so press and fans have been denied. Nevertheless, @vo has learnt that it is based on the
599 GTO but with a softer chassis set-up. The epic 661bhp V12 engine remains, the car
weighs the same as the regular 599 G'T'B and only 100 will be built — and just five will
come to the UK, costing upwards of £400,000.

Apparently the roof design has not yet been finalised, which is partly why the car has
been shown to customers in order to evaluate options. We understand that there will
be a fabric roof section, with removable buttresses so owners can enjoy the car as either
a targa or a full converable. Once the burttresses are removed, it would appear that the
fabric roof can be swapped with a glass panel. The styling is only subtly different to
the 599: the rear deck is extended, just like the Ferrari 550 Barcherta.

Come on, Ferrari — hurry up and show us this wonderful car!

If one thing resonated with me after my dinner with Luca, it was an almost casual
reference to Porsche as a competitor. Listening back through my dictaphone recording,
Luca’s exact words were: ‘Porsche has been, with our [V]8, our traditional rival — even
on the tracks.” Back at the evo office we discussed this statement and a theme for this
issue was born — and as you'll discover on page 64, Porsche has built a remarkable six-
cylinder rival for not just Ferrari's ‘8’ but its ultimate 12-cylinder car too.

Enjoy the mag, and yes — | am a jammy bugger for not only
driving the 959 (below) in this issue, but also a GTO and a 917K
too. Hate mail to the usual address. ..

Nick Tro Editor
AT EVO.C0. UK
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LORD MEXBOROUGH

M f there is a more passionate car enthusiast, we've yet to meet him.
Lord Mexborough owns one of the most fascinating collections of cars
we've ever seen. It includes a 3-litre 911 RS, a 2.7 RS, a Daytona and both
the 959 and the 288 GTO featured on page 74. Lord Mexborough has
owned both the 95% and GTO from new, and used them as daily drivers
for two years. Today this pair is worth over £600,000, but he didn't bat an
eyelid when we asked if we could drive them. A true gentleman.
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6/1bhp GT2 RS meets VI2- engmed 661bhp GTO. Chris Harrrs eferées
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PORSCHE v FERRARI 5,
911 GT2 RS v 599 GTO














































































































































