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Monaco, 1961:
A content Phil Hill
in his Ferrari 156
before the race.
He would qualify
5th and finish 3rd,
behind Richie Ginther
in another Ferrari.
A good start to
the season.
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Who was Phil Hlll?

The first American Formula 1 Wi
Champion—that’s the s
won the tltle r‘\cuth' 5(

case, the title \ orld Chan1piur1—glori—
ous as it is—too Cc:m-'eniently I geon—

: year: betore he w nthe d a.m—
pionship. 1 was 14 and already an avid
racing fan. When [ saw him I must have

the years went by I
as a fr iend, but [
()[lU'll'ldl 5ens:
me lheu and ns a hero to me today,
three years after his death.
It was hi ¢ that came the clos-
§ ed [hl_

h an ulcer. It showed the sacrif
es he was Wil]ing make, like doing
nee hend' S0 he’d

escribed him
) Racing taught
h by
d to do
what he did best, to answer the call of
the forces that drew him to the sport.
And it was driving that led him to Mon-
za on September 10, 1961, for the most
important day of his professional life.
1961 was Ferrari’s year. There had
been a massive rules change, and the
English teams like Cooper and Lotus
: i . and h"om
th(" begnmln'T it was clear ths
1er Hill or his t

Ch:—_l.ll'll")i('ll'l. \-‘l i
tocrat whose home

taker; his eleven-tenths
ed him the ni
Crash. Ferrari’s twin-nostril 1’5() hdd 2]
30-bhp advantage over the English
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